Contrast, coagulation, and fibrinolysis.
Some adverse clinical effects of intravascular radiologic contrast agents have been attributed to their interference with the normal hemostatic processes. This study compares the effects of the low osmolality agents with those of the conventional agents by in vitro studies of platelet function, fibrin formation, and fibrinolytic activation. In various degrees, all the contrast agents studied inhibit platelet aggregation and fibrin formation but show virtually no direct activation of fibrinolysis. The new low osmolality agents generally show lesser inhibitory effects on the hemostatic mechanisms. Some clinical implications are discussed.